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as old as the public school system, but state
laws for the purpose did not receive general
attention until the latter half of the nine-
teenth century. Most of the states now have
stringent laws requiring parents to send chil-
dren to school and providing for fines, and
in some cases for imprisonment, as penalties
for failure to comply with the law. Children
•who have acquired a knowledge of the
branches taught in the common schools, de-
fectives and those in ill health are exempt.
Compulsory education laws are necessary
because of the increasing tendency to employ
children in mines, factories and large stores.
In the large cities these laws are quite rig-
idly enforced, but in the rural districts and
in most of the smaller towns the authorities
are sometimes indifferent.
The laws are enforced by truant officers,
who are appointed by the local board of edu-
cation. These officers have authority to ar-
rest any child to whom the law applies and
commit him to school in his district. If, after
warning, the parents do not keep their chil-
dren in school, the truant officer has author-
ity to have such parents arrested and brought
before the local court for trial. In some
large European cities truant schools, in
which habitually truant pupils can be con-
fined, are in operation.
COMTE, TcoNt, isidore augusts marie
franqois xaviee (1798-1857), the founder
of the positive system of philosophy, or Posi-
tivism, was born at Montpellier, France.
When sixteen, he entered the poly technical
school at Paris, from which he was expelled
two years later. After this he became in-
terested in the socialistic teachings of Saint
Simon, from which the doctrines of his own
system originated. In 1826 he undertook a
series of lectures, but was unable to complete
the -work, because of temporary mental de-
rangement. After recovery he began sys-
tematic work upon the exposition of his doc-
trines, which he gave in his Course of Posi-
tive Philosophy, a work consisting of six
volumes and requiring twelve years for its
preparation. He was for a few years pro-
fessor of mathematics in the polytechnic
school, but was dismissed, and during the re-
mainder of his life he was supported chiefly
by Ms friends.
The underlying principle of Gomte's phil-
osophy is known as "the law of three stages."
According to this law, intelligence, whether
of the individual or of society, has passed
 through three stages or periods of develop-
ment: the theological stage, in which super-
natural beings are believed to produce all
phenomena; the metaphysical stage, in which
abstractions, such as mental or physical
force, are regarded as the causes of all ac-
tivity, and finally, the positive stage, in which
the search for ultimate causes is given up,
and effort is confined to discovering the ac-
tual relations or associations that observation
shows to exist among phenomena.
CONCEPCI01T, kon sep se own', chile, a
seaport of South America, capital of a prov-
ince of the same name, situated six miles
from the mouth of the Biobio River and 270
miles southwest of Santiago. The chief
buildings are a cathedral, an agricultural
school, a normal school and a town hall. Its
port is Talcahuano, about eight miles distant.
Concepcion was founded in 1550 by Yaldivia
and has been several times nearly destroyed
by earthquakes. Population, 1930, 77,600.
CONCEPT, kon'sept, in psychology, the
name generally given to the idea of a class,
or general, notion. The first step in the for-
mation of concepts is the acquisition of in-
dividual ideas through the senses. As these
ideas are acquired, they are compared and
their points of similarity and dissimilarity
are noted. The qualities given to the ideas
are separated from the others and grouped
together, forming an idea which applies to all
the objects of the class. This idea is a con-
cept. One's idea of orange, apple, Twrse,
applies to all oranges, all apples or all horses,
as far as his knowledge of each of these
classes of objects extends, and it is not an
idea of any particular orange, apple or
horse. A concept is an abstract idea con-
sisting of a group of qualities common to all
objects to which it can be applied. In this
respect it is different from an image. An
image is a mental picture of an individual
object, which includes all of that object's
peculiarities. One's concept of man, if
accurate, -will apply to all men; but the
mental image of one's father includes all of
those peculiarities pertaining to the father's
personal appearance, such as height, weight,
facial expression, color of hair and eyes.
The formation of concepts is the first step
in thinking1. It begins early in life and is
at first spontaneous. The earliest concepts
are very crude, and they need to be perfected
through voluntary observation. Parents and
teachers can materially assist children in the

